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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

L The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7, 10-15, 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McCissock, (U.S. PG-PUB 2006/0190966). 

Considering claim 1, the claimed communication system comprising *a plurality of first 
terminals connected to a first transmission path for transmitting first information' is met by any 
plurality of user terminals in McCissock, for example. Fig. 2A shows a plurality of user TV 
equipment 88 connected to TV Distribution Facility 84, (TVDF). 

The additionally claimed 'second plurality of terminals connected to a second 
transmission path for transmitting second information', is met by any different plurality of user 
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terminals in McCissock, for example, Fig. 2A shows a different plurality of user TV equipment 
92 connected to TV Distribution facility 84. It is clear that McCissock supports a plurality of 
different TVDF 84, all of which may be connected to a plurality of user TV equipment. 

The server connected to the first and second paths reads on any of the TVDF 84 in 
McCissock, which again may be connected to a plurality of different user TV equipment. 

'wherein the second information is transmitted from the server to one of the plurality of 
terminals', reads on any one of the TVDF in McCissock transmitting video signals to any one of 
the connected plurality of user TV equipment. 

'and the first information is transmitted from one of the first plurality of first terminals to 
the server to control the transmission of the second information from the server', reads on the 
disclosure in McCissock that a subscriber may order a gift video program using their own user 
TV equipment, to be transmitted from the TVDF 84 to a recipient subscriber terminal on the 
system, other tan themselves, see Para [0096] & [0135]. 

The subscriber ordering the video program gift for a recipient corresponds with the 
claimed 'first terminal', whereas the recipient that receives the video program gift corresponds 
with claimed 'second terminal'. 
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Considering claims 2 & 12, McCissock teaches that the gift may be a pay-per-view video 
program, see Abstract; Fig. 21; Para [0096] & [0135]. 

Considering claims 3 & 13, the claimed 'outputting the second information' reads on the 
recipient terminal displaying the received gift pay-per-view programming. 

Considering claim 4, the claimed feature reads on the particular TVDF 84 transmitting 
the pay-per-view programming to the recipient selected by the first terminal. The limitations of 
the claim are met since McCissock does not discuss that the video program is a transmitted from 
a subscriber's user TV equipment to the TVDF, and then distributed to the recipient. 

Considering claim 5, the claimed subject matter reads on the subscriber choosing a 
particular recipient, as shown in Fig. 21 , 

Considering claims 6-7 & 14-15, the claimed subject matter reads on messages 
transmitted from the first terminal in McCissock to the recipient terminal, which may serve as 
notification of name, date, time channel of the gift program, see [0079-0081]; [0096-0097]; 
[0101-0103] & [01 14-0120] & [0137] & [0142]. 

Considering claims 10 & 18, the claimed, 'first designation information for designating 
one of a plurality of pieces of information held in a server, and second information for 
designating one of a plurality of second terminals', is met by [0096-0097]; [0136-0140], As for 
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the additionally claimed, 'second information is information which is read out from the server on 
the basis of the first information, and is transmitted from the server to the second terminal 
designated by the instant second designation information', is inherent in McCissock, see Fig. 21. 

Considering claim 1 1, the claimed information transmission method, substantially 
corresponds with subject mater mentioned above in the rejection of claim 1, and is likewise 
treated. 

Considering claim 19, since McCissock is a computerized system the claimed elements 
that correspond with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claims 1 is also met. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the in\ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8-9, 16-17, 20-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCissock, in view of Harma, (U.S PG-PUB 2001/0053691). 
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Considering claims 8-9 & 16-17, even though since McCissock is directed to terminals 
transmitting messages to/from each other, the reference does not specifically discuss any of the 
messages concerning initialization results or notifying the first terminal that the downloaded 
second information has started in the instant second terminal. Nevertheless Harma, which is in 
the same field of endeavor and provides a teaching of a second terminal that receives content 
information from a server (see, Harma Para [0070-0072], which may be at the request of a first 
terminal), and thus corresponds with McCissock. Once the content information is received by the 
second terminal, the instant second terminal sends an acknowledgement to the first terminal, 
which meets the claimed subject matter, see Harma Para [0042-0045]. 

It would have been obvious for one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made, to modify McCissock by the second terminal transmitting an acknowledgement to the first 
terminal indicating that the content has been received, is initialized and/or has begun, at least for 
the purpose of informing the first the first user that the second user is in fact utilizing the content, 
as taught by Harma, which is especially useful in the instance of multi-user interactive' 
applications, which is commonly available to user in both McCissock & Harma, Harma [0034] 
teaches that the content may take a variety of form(s), such as a film, which corresponds with the 
video gift(s) disclosed in McCissock, 

Considering claims 20, 26, 28, 31 37, the claimed elements of a server, and a terminal 
connected to a server corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claims 
1-7 & 10-15 and are likewise treated. Additionally, McCissock discusses a video display device, 
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which is used to control the system, which also meets the claimed language, see Fig. 2; col. 4, 
lines 25-65. As for the further claimed features of; 'confirmation transmission means for', 
'request confirmation means for', the TVDF in McCissock teaches receiving the gift selection 
information from the first user, [0137-0142], but does not explicitly discuss 
transmission/reception of confirmation information. Nevertheless, Harma teaches that the server 
may receive and then forward confirmation information, see Fig. 1; Fig. 2; Fig. 3; Para [0042- 
0046]. It would have been obvious for one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made, to modify McCissock with the technology of confirmation messages, as taught by Harma, 
at least purpose enabling the server to fiarther facilitate the transfer/processing of content 
information from the serve to one or more terminals. 

As for 'comparison means for comparing identification information of the first terminal', 
and 'second comparison means for comparing the second conformation information contained in 
the request confirmation information' also corresponds with the operation of the TVDF that 
when receiving the first terminal's designation of the recipient terminal provides a screen that 
allows the instant first user to see the selected recipient on the screen, see Fig. Fig, 19; -24; Para 
[0135-0142]. 

Considering claims 21 & 32, see Harma [0050-0054]. 
Considering claims 22 & 33, see McCissock [01 14]. 
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Considering claims 23 & 34, the claimed subject matter corresponds with "the gift 
information relating to a TV program may also be provided for a specific program on a program 
information screen", [0136]. 

Considering claims 24 & 35, McCissock teaches that the gift transmitted by the user to a 
second user, may be a video program, and thus meets the claimed subject matter. 

Considering claims 25 & 36, McCissock does not discuss the confirmation being a 
random number. Official Notice is taken that associating a random number as an identification 
code, such as using RS A was well known in the art. It would have been obvious for one ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to modify McCissock with the feature using a 
random number for the well-known advantage of using a security method to ensure only 
authorized terminals receive and/or display the protected video programs. 

Considering claim 27, see Harma Para [0046 7 0048]; Figs. 1-4. 

Considering claim 29, the terminals in McCissock provide display means for each of the 
terminals. 

Considering claim 30, the claimed subject matter reads on the first terminal selecting only 
a single recipient. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(571) 273-7290 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Reuben M. Brown M. Brown whose telephone number is (571) 272-7290. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F(8:30-6:00), First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-733 1 . The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for regular communications and After 
Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 



direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Reuben M. Brown 




